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Submarine canyons are renowned for their importance 

to secure their protection and management.  However, 
policy makers require adequate evidence (for example 
physical and biological datasets) in order to underpin the 
protection and management of these submarine canyon 
environments.

Conservation Zone (MCZ) to protect a unique area of 

communities need protection from potentially damaging 
human activities, but before management measures could 
be developed, further data collection was required.

was to improve our understanding of the habitats and 

systems in The Canyons MCZ, and in particular the 

The Autonomous Underwater Vehicle (AUV) Autosub 6000, 

multibeam echosounder system collected imagery from 
the deeper canyon areas within the MCZ, which had 
previously not been surveyed in detail.

This successful collaboration between a number of 

manner, producing a range of high quality datasets.  This 
new evidence will be used to inform the development of 

and will form part of the wider evidence base presented 

management stakeholder events; these discussions 

restrictions required to protect features within the MCZ.
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